
From Fr. Melvin:   

Blessed greetings!  In this conclusion of my three part series on Assisi, Italy, our next focus is on the St. 

Clare Basilica and I will share the accompanying 4 photos in some detail. My Daily Journal recalls our 

Sabbatical Priest group taking up a daily Mass and tour which included a group photo in the Chapel of the 

“speaking Crucifix,” where it is believed St. Francis received the mystery of his call. Downstairs in the 

basilica, we viewed the reliquary case of St. Francis and St. Clare—relics of their garments or attire of the 

Franciscan order. Though small, peering through the gated fixture and glass, one could see the lock of hair 

of St. Clare, and a leather shoe she made for Francis in the twilight of his service among other treasures of 

the 13th c. This was indeed a meditative journey since you walked where Clare covered many a distance in 

sharing the faith, while offering her timeless care and regard to anyone she met. Like her close friend and 

Franciscan confidant, Francis, an honorable basilica would be built to honor her dedication and simple call 

to love.   

From my text I purchased in Assisi, Art and History: Assisi (pg. 92), construction on the basilica began in 

1257 under Fra (brother Franciscan) Filippo da Campello, “for on October 3, 1260 the body of the Saint 

was taken there and the community of the Poor Clares moved from San Damiano to the new convent.”  

The church is in Gothic style and distinctive with its 3 flying buttresses of the late 14th c. From the exterior 

photo, you can see the outline of the rose windows which formed a popular feature of the time.  From one 

side, not seen here, is the convent of the Poor Clares where Clare lived.   

Once inside, one is enveloped in the mystery of the time reflecting on St. Clare’s call and her leadership 

among the women called in the order of the Poor Clares. In the photo revealing the illustrious altar, a daily 

Mass was held here while somehow observing the surrounding statues and ornate décor that served to ex-

plore the mystery of faith. Angels behold large candlesticks, the gold outline adds to the glory and splen-

dor of our Lord’s command; the statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary has a bright glow from her face which I 

could not minimize. The artwork above serves to remind us of God’s presence, especially in the battles of 

our faith.    

Much like the gated fixture I mentioned regarding the reliquary case, here one sees the remains of St. 

Clare together with the stone piece indicating her years of birth and death. In these photos, I enhanced 

them with the “downlight” effect in order to give some clarity of vision and shaded light to offset the dark-

ness of the original photo. In front, is a kneeler where one could kneel and offer prayers, her intercession, 

and take in the peace and quiet time this sacred space offered.   

St. Clare Prayer Book Clare— 

Blessed Father, may we show ourselves to be faithful. 

Our effort here is brief, the reward eternal. 

May the excitements of the world  

vanish like a shadow, and not disturb us.  Amen. 

Clare was canonized in 1255 and her Memorial is celebrated on August 11th. Interestingly, on Christmas 

Eve, while Clare laid ill in bed, she somehow shared visions of the Nativity of our Lord Jesus while Mass 

was celebrated at the nearby Basilica of San Francesco. Pope Pius XII came to the determination of pro-

claiming her as patroness of television in 1958!   

St. Clare of Assisi, pray for us. 




